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ESL Program Newsletter

Grade 9
Halifax / Fredericton

Dec. 23rd , 2024 - Jan. 3rd, 2025

Mr. Morgan (Halifax)
Ms. Jensen (Fredericton)

Students in Fredericton class identify how history can
inspire literature.
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Students in Halifax class work on reading in
groups with Mr. Morgan.
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Homework
Please remember to sign the homework books.
Homework this week included:
The students had to complete a story mountain for a
text that was given out in class for week 18. For

week 19, they will answer given questions in their
notebooks.
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This Past Week

This past week, the ninth graders completed
their first storyboard for a creative piece that
had to be inspired by a historic event during
World War 2. They worked in pairs to create

these. In speaking, the students came up to the
teacher to describe their storyboards and were

assessed on their ability to describe the plot of
their projects. In reading, the students

completed an assessment on a summary of the

novel “Number the Stars” by Lois Lowry.
This Week

This week will be spent preparing for the
culminating task, a graphic novel, that the

students will start next week. The ninth graders
will complete a second, shorter storyboard that

has a plot inspired by geography. They will
work in pairs.

In speaking, the students will once again
describe their project to the teacher in small
group settings. In reading, the students had to
complete an assessment on an excerpt from
“The Thief Lord” by Cornelia Funke, as an
example of how geography can inspire
literature.

Speaking:

2.1 engage in spoken interactions on a variety
of personal and academic topics (e.g. Express
and defend preferences, opinions, and points-
of-view)

Reading:

B1:Reading for meaning
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1.5 identify the literary elements and explain
how they convey meaning (e.g. themes, simile,
metaphor, personification, foreshadowing)

Writing:
C1: Writing for Meaningful Purposes

1.2 Express ideas and feelings on personal
topics in longer and more complex ways (e.g.
write a personal narrative or a descriptive
poem)

C3: Developing Accuracy

3.2 apply knowledge of word forms (e.g.
spelling, parts of words, plural forms)

Learning Skills: collaboration, independent
work, responsibility, initiative
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Grammar ~ ;*

simple present tense f§ 8 3 % ;%
simple past tense f§ ¥ i3 ;¢
simple future tense f§ # & & 3¢

Writing/ Reading strategy
R nir e
Story elements ~ A7 p £ g 2

Creative writing £ & & 1%
The writing process & 1% 42

Vocabulary ¥ =

There is no new vocabulary this week as the focus is
on using the words that have already been given.
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Important Dates € & p #f

Thursdays, January 16th and Friday, January
17th - Term 3 exams
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