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ESL Program Newsletter

Grade 9
Halifax / Fredericton

May 5th, 2025 - May 16th, 2025

Mr. Morgan (Halifax)
Ms. Jensen (Fredericton)
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Left image: Students work in groups to prepare their
evidence for writing and debating about a topic.
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Right image: Students work in groups to “Read and
Retell” what they have read.
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Homework

Wednesday: Write a five-sentence paragraph
reflecting on Grade 9. What are the good, the bad,
the “still working on,” in terms of knowledge and
skills, and what are your hopes for the future?

This Past Week

The Culminating Task week saw students working in
groups to “Read and Retell” a factual piece on social
media. Thereafter, they identified “for” and ‘against”
arguments from a reading passage about the effects
of social media on students and children. Students
also showed their final understanding of writing
PEEL paragraphs about their stance on the topic. The
students also used voice projection, clarity of speech,
and fast thinking replies in a debate on various
aspects of social media. This is the end of Term 5’s
content and skills teaching and learning.
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This Week

This will be the week leading up to the final
examinations for Grade 9. We will use class
time to continue using Read Theory to help
students with their reading comprehension. The
program allows for various activities for
comprehension strategies and is a valuable tool
for students and teachers to track progress.
Students will also have other activities to help
consolidate writing skills and speaking.

The learning skills and curriculum expectations
being focused on these two weeks include:

Learning Skills: collaboration, independent
work, organisation, and self-regulation.

Speaking: students were to respond to a
speaking assessment based on a debate.

Reading: students read a text to practice “Read
and Retell” as well as complete a graphic
organiser with ‘for” and “against” arguments.

Writing: writing assessment in which students
write evidence-backed PEEL paragraphs about
their stance on a topic.
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Grammar = &

Review all grammar structures from the year.
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New writing/reading strategy
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We continue to consolidate using the writing process
effectively. We also begin writing factual and
descriptive writing.
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Important Dates € & p #f

May 30th - Dragon Boat Festival
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Tutorial Zfsut # B ¥

A gentle reminder that Grade 9 will not have any
Tutorials in Semester 2.
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Vocabulary ¥ =

Influence 8 %

identity £ 4 ; £ Ak
social A+ ¢ €7} AL
social groups 4+ € #4
category #f &

society A: ¢

religion 7 #t

gender |4 %]

nationality & 4
experiences 5%

bias i &

transparency i p? 4
accountability & 3 #1
fairness = & 4

autonomy p i+ B s
algorithms ;& & /=
automation p #: it
machine learning # % £ ¥




