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ESL Program Newsletter

Grade 8
Ottawa / Toronto

Aug. 30th- Sept. 6th, 2024

Mr. Morgan (Ottawa)
Ms. Jensen (Toronto)

Mr. Morgan - Ottawa Class

Ms. Jensen - Toronto Class

Welcome Back!
Dear Grade 8 Parents and Students,

Welcome back to another year in the ESL Program at
Blessed Imelda High School! Your English teachers for
this year are Mr. Morgan for Ottawa and Ms. Jensen for
Toronto. We are so looking forward to this academic
year.

Our wish for the year is to develop critical and creative
thinkers. We will do our best to make learning English
interesting, meaningful, fun, and challenging.

To tell you more about your teachers, Mr. Morgan has
been in Taiwan for over two years and loves being here.
He is an avid fan of travelling and learning languages.
He loves to play video games and read novels when he
isn’t teaching.

Ms. Jensen loves to be active with rock climbing, yoga
and hiking. She also adores a good book and going to
the theatre.
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Newsletters

Each week parents will receive a newsletter with
information about the work we are doing to develop
students’ speaking, listening, reading, and writing skills
and other necessary learning habits. Newsletters help
parents understand what is happening in class in order
to support their child. Thank you for taking an active
role in your child’s learning.

Homework

Grade 8 students will have three homework
assignments each week (Monday, Tuesday and
Thursday) which will be checked by the teacher. They
will receive feedback. It is a great way for students to
practise or challenge themselves in a safe environment
with no academic score assigned. Homework is
designed to check how the students are learning and to
determine their next steps.

When students have homework assigned to them, it is
their responsibility to copy the homework directions
into their “Homework notebook™ and complete the
assignment by its due date. Parents are asked to sign in
the “Homework notebook’ when students have
completed their assignment.

Using English outside of the classroom is highly
recommended. Besides homework, additional reading
or consuming English media is also encouraged.
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Last Week and This Week

Term 1 begins with the class exploring being back
at school. Students will begin the term with a
variety of activities introducing themselves and
getting to know their classmates and teacher.
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In the second week, students will complete a
variety of diagnostic assessments with speaking,
listening, reading, and writing for the teacher to
gain an understanding of their starting points.

The learning skill being focused on this week:
Organisation

Curriculum Expectations:

Demonstrate understanding of simple English in a
variety of interactive classroom settings

Engage in spoken interactions on familiar
personal and academic topics

Read a variety of adapted and authentic literary,
informational and graphic texts

Use a variety of reading strategies to support
meaning-making before, during, and after reading
adapted texts

Express ideas and feelings on personal topics in
complex ways
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Important Dates & & p Hp

Monday, September 17th-
Mid-Autumn Festival (no class)
Thursday, October 10th-
Taiwan National Day (no class)
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