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ESL Program Newsletter

Grade 8
Ottawa / Toronto

Sept. 9th, 2024 - Sept. 20th, 2024

Toronto: Ms. Jensen
Ottawa: Mr. Morgan

Ms. Jensen’s classroom works together to
answer questions on character.
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Mr. Morgan’s Ottawa classroom sets
expectations and works on classroom
rules.
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Homework

Please remember to sign the homework
books.

Homework this week included:

Monday: Finishing a story and completing their
reading entry.

Tuesday: Writing sentences using provided words.
Thursday: Reading a story and completing their
reading entry.

Homework in Week 4:

Mondays: Will always be a form of reading provided
by the teacher.

Tuesdays: We will begin adding relevant grammar
points as we move through the skills and content.
Thursdays: More reading with ‘thoughts” added about
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the reading. Students may choose this reading, from
Week 4.

This Past Week

This past week, students Created classroom rules,
expectations, and solidifying classroom routines
are some of the collaborative activities we have
been working on and will continue to do so. This
was a great opportunity for both the teacher and
the students to get to know each other to better
understand the flow and procedures set up for
class.

As we begin to build rapport, similarly, the
classroom environment is also starting to build.
The class word wall, anchor charts, seating plans,
along with understanding various functions of the
classroom was established. Students are starting to
understand how to access and use the learning
environment to their advantage.

Students presented to the class about the
classroom rules and expectations. Students also
identified and explained characters.
Understanding and applying pronouns in various
activities was practised.

Through reading various examples, students
identified character names and characteristics in
texts. This helped students to be more aware of
understanding the difference between what is a
character and what is an object.

Students were assessed on their ability to fill out
graphic organizers about characters and story
elements. The planning process has begun and it
will continue throughout the year.

Curriculum Expectations

1.2 demonstrate understanding of simple English in a
variety of interactive classroom settings

1.1 read a variety of adapted and authentic literary,
informational and graphic texts
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1.2 Express ideas and feelings on personal topics in
complex ways

This Week

Next week, students can expect to begin
describing settings using descriptive language.
The focus will be on the proper use of past tense
and adjectives. This will be emphasized in oral
communication as well as in writing.

Reading will have students look at a variety of
examples about character and setting. The focus
will be on identifying details as well as exploring
how settings are described. Much of the attention
will be on the variety of adjectives used as well as
the use of past tense.

Curriculum Expectations:

1.2 demonstrate understanding of simple English in a
variety of interactive classroom settings

1.1 read a variety of adapted and authentic literary,
informational and graphic texts

1.2 Express ideas and feelings on personal topics in
complex ways

Learning Skill: collaboration, independent
work.
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Important Dates & & p #p

Monday, September 17th-

Mid-Autumn Festival (no class)

Tuesday, September 18" —

Grade 8 Field Trip

Thursday, October 10th-

Taiwan National Day (no class)

Tuesday, October 15th & Wednesday, October




16th- Term 1 Exams
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