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ESL Program Newsletter

Grade 8
Ottawa / Toronto

Jan. 6th, 2025 - Jan. 10th, 2025

Mr. Morgan (Ottawa)
Ms. Jensen (Toronto)

Students in Ottawa answer pre-reading questions.
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Students in Toronto working on assessments with
guidance from the teacher.
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Homework

Please ensure that the homework is complete before
signing it. To encourage reading in English at home,
homework this week included:

Monday: Taiwanese English Magazine
° Read any article in the magazine.
° In your homework book, write down:

1. The name of the article.
2. One thing you learned from the article.

Tuesday: Write a short conversation about
stereotypes in speech bubbles.
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Thursday: Make a text-to-self connection with the
article read on Monday.

This Past Week

This week was all about the Culminating Task.
Students picked a story that they wanted to identify
and write about the stereotypes in it. They worked
individually to plan and find evidence to support their
arguments in two separate paragraphs. They used
quotation marks to show their evidence and worked to
compare and contrast the characters in the story. They
also completed a reading assessment based on a story.
They were required to answer questions about context
clues as well as general comprehension questions. The
students also completed a speaking assessment about
stereotypes in society.

Next Week

This week only has three instructional days in
which we will complete examination reviews. We will
go over all the content covered this term as well as
complete Read Theory and Independent reading.

May you have a wonderful Lunar New Year! If
you are traveling, travel safely and take care.

The learning skill and curriculum expectations
being focused on these two weeks include:

Learning SKill:
independent work, self-regulation and
responsibility.

Speaking:
students were to respond to a speaking
assessment on stereotypes in stories and the
world.

Reading:
students read a text to find context clues for word
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meaning and answer comprehension questions.

Writing:
writing assessment where students filled in
graphic organisers, found evidence to support
arguments and wrote paragraphs that used
evidence.

New writing/reading strategy

Text-to-self reading strategy
SRS RN R

Text-to-world reading strategy
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Context clues
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Vocabulary BE=¢
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Important Dates € & p #f

Thursdays, January 16th and Friday, January
17th - Term 3 exams

Tuesday, February 11th - First day of Term 4

17 16-1Tp - %= =g
27 11p- BES- =

Tutorial sz i B Y

The last tutorial of the semester was on Tuesday,
December 31st. There will be no more tutorials
until semester 2.
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