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Welcome Back!

Hello everyone, and welcome back to another exciting
semester of the ESL Program at Blessed Imelda High
School! I hope you all had a wonderful and joyous
Chinese New Year filled with happiness and good
fortune. As we step into this new term, let's continue to
learn, grow, and support one another on our language-
learning journey.

Homework

All homework for each week is posted on Google
Classroom. Grade 8 students will have three
homework assignments each week which will be
checked by the teacher. They will receive
feedback on each task. It is a great way for
students to practise or challenge themselves in a
safe environment with no academic score
assigned.

This Past Week

This week, our students explored the idea of fake
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news through a range of activities aimed at
developing critical thinking about media
information. They analyzed various texts and
engaged in discussions, learning to recognize
different perspectives and the subtle differences
between factual reporting and manipulated
content. Throughout the week, students identified,
compared, and contrasted various forms of news.
They also actively participated in discussions and
presentations, which concluded with a written
response to pieces of fake news.

Next Week

Next week, students dive into fake news in
dystopian fiction, sharpening their reading,
writing, and speaking skills while analyzing media
manipulation. In reading, they will examine an
excerpt from a dystopian novel, identifying bias
and propaganda. Through discussions, they will
compare fictional and real-world fake news,
reinforcing key vocabulary like manipulation,
censorship, and propaganda.

For writing, students will craft a dystopian fake
news article, using exaggeration and bias to
promote government propaganda before rewriting
it objectively. Finally, in speaking, students will
participate in a Breaking News Role-Play, acting
as a government news anchor. These activities
encourage students to think critically about media
influence while enhancing their ESL skills!

The learning skill and curriculum expectations
being focused on this week include:

Learning Skill: Organization, self-regulation, and
collaboration

Speaking: Students engaged in discussions,
presentations, and answering questions orally.

Reading: Students read, identified, compared, and
contrasted various forms of news, developing
critical thinking about media information. They
used graphic organizers to identify key
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information from a news article.

Writing: Students wrote responses to a fake news
article, and used pre-writing strategies to compare
and contrast as well as write a dystopian fake
news article. Students also applied capitalization
and punctuation rules, subject-verb agreement,

and correct spelling on their reports and visual aid.
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Grammar =
Verbs # 3
Adjectives 2} %
Adverbial Phrases &/ 5 3%
Figures of Speech (Hyperbole) 35 4 ;=

Reading Skills
Evaluating %%
Comparing and Contrasting +* fi £2 $f 1t

Vocabulary ¥ =

censored news % # 37 #
claim 1 % / B4

click bait % 2L # & 48
credible ¥ = ¢ / ¥ 5
dystopia * § 3= =R
manipulate ##;
propaganda 7 i#

satire 3 {1

bias i, &

deceive #t5n

Important Dates € & p #p

Saturday, February 22"%: School Day

Tuesday, February 25™; Start of Tutorial
Friday, February 28": Memorial Day (No Class)
March 3"~ 7" : Grade 8 Field Trip

Saturday, March 15™ : PTI
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Tutorial #is 2t @ & ¥

Tuesday, Feb. 25th
5:00-6:00 pm
ESL Classroom
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TF Montreal (673 # % ): Sophia, Jinny, Emily
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