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ESL Program Newsletter

Grade 8
Montreak

Aug. 30th- Sept. 6th, 2024

Ms. Chua

Welcome Back!
Hello everyone, and welcome back to another year of
the ESL Program at Blessed Imelda High School! Ms.
Chua is your English teacher this year, and she is
excited to have a great year with you all.

Ms. Chua is a passionate teacher who wants the best for
her students. She likes literature, arts, and music. She
spends her free time reading, watching movies, and
exploring the beauty and culture of Taiwan. She is
looking forward to meeting all of her new students. She
will work hard to get to know them and adapt lessons to
meet their needs and interests.

Newsletters
Each week parents will receive a newsletter with
information about the work we are doing to develop
students’ speaking, listening, reading and writing skills
and other necessary learning habits. Newsletters help
parents understand what is happening in class in order
to support their child. Thank you for taking an active
role in your child’s learning.
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Homework
Grade 8 students will have three homework
assignments each week (Monday, Tuesday and
Thursday) which will be checked by the teacher. They
will receive feedback on each task. It is a great way for
students to practise or challenge themselves in a safe
environment with no academic score assigned.

When students have homework assigned to them, it is
their responsibility to copy the homework directions
into their “Homework notebook™ and complete the
assignment by its due date. Parents are asked to sign in
the “Homework notebook” when students have
completed their assignment.
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Last Week and This Week

Last week, the students collaborated with the
teacher to establish a common set of classroom
expectations and behaviors. The teacher engaged
the students’ speaking and listening skills by
having them discuss with a partner what they need
to succeed in the ESL classroom and how to
create an environment that supports success. After
sharing their ideas with the class, the students
worked together to create posters as reminders of
these expectations. These activities provided an
excellent introduction to the unit's theme, "How
do we succeed at school?"

This week, the students will continue to explore
the theme “How do we succeed at school?”. They
will read about success and, in small groups,
define what it means to be successful and how to
reach their goals. To help organize their ideas,
they will review the structure of opinion writing
and share their thoughts with a partner. Finally, by
the end of the week, they will be introduced to the
format of news articles by identifying its distinct
features, which will further enhance their writing
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skills.

The learning skill and curriculum expectations
being focused on this week include:

Speaking:

Demonstrate comprehension of specific detailed
information in more complex instructions and
presentations

Demonstrate understanding of more complex
spoken English in a variety of interactive
classroom settings

Reading:
Read a wide variety of more complex authentic
literary, informational and graphic texts

Use a variety of strategies to enrich vocabulary

Writing:

Write longer and more complex texts to
communicate information for community and
workplace purposes

Use prewriting strategies to generate vocabulary
and ideas, and organize ideas for writing
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Grammar <

routine ¥ 2R/ 1% 4,

rule 3.5
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Sentence Structure

success = 4
goal p 1
aspiration & &
failure % px
fact £ 9
opinion & 2

Punctuation
8L 5L

Tenses of Verb
W3R R

>

article = %
headline 4%

Vocabulary ¥ %

Important Dates & £ p #

Monday, September 17th-
Mid-Autumn Festival (no class)
Thursday, October 10th-
Taiwan National Day (no class)
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