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ESL Program Newsletter

Grade 7 Aug. 30th- Sept. 6th, 2023 Mr. Epp (Edmonton)

Edmonton / Winnipeg

Ms. Graham (Winnipeg)

(Right: Ms. Graham in
Bali, Indonesia)

(Left: Mr. Epp on
Yushan in Taiwan)

Welcome!
Hello everyone and welcome to the ESL Program at
Blessed Imelda’s School! Your English teachers this
year are Mr. Epp and Ms. Graham, who are looking
forward to having a wonderful year with all of you.

Mr. Epp is the Grade 7 Edmonton teacher. He has
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taught English and lived in Taiwan for multiple years.
In his free time, Mr. Epp enjoys reading, watching
movies, hiking, and travelling around the beautiful
island of Taiwan. Mr. Epp has enjoyed meeting all of
his new students. He will work hard to get to know his
students and adapt lessons to meet their needs and
interests.

Ms. Graham is the Grade 7 Winnipeg teacher. She is
new to Taiwan and recently spent a year teaching
English in Indonesia. Ms. Graham loves to travel and
explore new countries and cultures. Some of her most
favourite things involve being active out in nature, such
as going hiking, camping, biking and swimming. She
enjoys trying new foods as well as experimenting in the
kitchen. Ms. Graham looks forward to providing a
meaningful and authentic learning environment for her
students to thrive in!

Newsletters

Each week parents will receive a newsletter with
information about the work we are doing to develop
students’ speaking, listening, reading, and writing skills
and other necessary learning habits. Newsletters help
parents understand what is happening in class in order
to support their child. Thank you for taking an active
role in your child’s learning.

Homework

Grade 7 students will have three homework assignments
each week (Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays) which
will be checked by the teacher. They will receive
feedback on each task. It is a great way for students to
practise or challenge themselves in a safe environment
with no academic score assigned.

When students have homework assigned to them, it is
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their responsibility to copy the homework directions B T TESLex ¢ FAaRphazd
into their “Homework notebook™ and complete the TE o REPZ A4 22 FEE - A TFESL
assignment by its due date. Parents are asked to signin |3z 4 | } ¥ LAri% o
the “Homework notebook’ when students have
completed their assignment.

This Past Week A iF

This week we established and reinforced our classroom
routines such as notebook writing, homework, and class
routines. Students were given the opportunity to learn
from their peers through discussion, peer-interviewing,
and hands-on vocabulary building activities.

We had class discussions about what rules and routines
are, which are necessary, how some can be grouped
together, and why we have them. Students created
posters in small groups to have clear expectations
visible around the classroom.

This week’s main topic was “my family and my home”
surrounding personal narrative texts. Students learned
to express ideas and feelings on personal topics using
personal pronouns in their speaking and writing.
Students shared about themselves, their friends, and
their families.

At the end of the week to assess learning, students
designed a family tree and an important events timeline,
then wrote paragraphs to summarize each creation.

The learning skill and curriculum expectations focused
on this week included:

Learning SKill: responsibility, collaboration, and
respect

Speaking: Demonstrate understanding of simple
English in familiar interactive settings.

Reading: Use a variety of strategies to build
vocabulary.

Writing: Write simple sentences to express information
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related to home and family using connectors, the verbs
“to be”” and “to have”.

I
Grammar ~ ;% Important Dates & & p #p
e Personal Pronouns: I, you, he/she, it, we, they, and
their use in personal narratives.
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Monday, September 17th-
Mid-Autumn Festival (no class)
Thursday, October 10th-
Taiwan National Day (no class)
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e Sentence Connectors: and, or, but, so, however,
although, if, because, as well as
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uncle
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dining room
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grandfather
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e Greeting Phrases B ix 3% :

Good morning/afternoon/evening!
&/ X/ % )
How are you today? i= 4 = & % & A7

Common Adjectives ¥ 35 % 3#:

beautiful £ j 3, boring & Fren, hard-working %
4 ¥ B e, interesting 7 A&, respectful & e,
honest 354 1, kind i= % &7,

-ed vs. -ing adjectives (ed & & ¥ ing % k 07, %
3#)e.g., exciting/excited & & =1/ 4 A 2 e,
bored/boring, interested/interesting

Other Terms # % : rule 2.7/, routine # /1% 4,,
permission 3 ¥ / v 3F




