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ESL Program Newsletter

Grade 7
Edmonton and Winnipeg

Oct. 14th, 2024 - Oct. 25th, 2024

Mr. Epp (Edmonton)
Ms. Graham (Winnipeg)

Both Mr. Epp’s Edmonton class (left) and Ms. Graham’s Winnipeg class (right) work on creating
their autobiographies for the Term 1 culminating task.
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Last Week

Last week students completed the speaking
assessment for their culminating task by presenting
their autobiography to the class. Students prepared for
their final exam by reviewing the exam scope and
completing group activities where they focused on
identifying parts of speech, using the correct form of
go, play, do, have and be, sequencing, expressing
opinions and making comparisons.

After their exam days, students were introduced to
the Read Theory platform on their iPads and
completed their portfolios for Unit 1.
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This Week

On Monday, the class began the Unit 2 theme called
Taiwan: Through the Eyes of a Camera. During this
first week of Unit 2, the students discussed their prior
knowledge of the geography, religion and culture of
Taiwan in small groups. They were introduced to
descriptive text and descriptive language. Students
practised identifying descriptive adjectives in their
readings through Read Theory or their library books.

The class explored Taiwanese history by looking at
important historical photographs. We looked at how
to describe these images using interesting adjectives
and bubble maps to develop their vocabulary. We
also touched upon comparative and superlative
adjectives to compare Taiwan’s past and present, as
well as using descriptive verbs and adverbs to
brighten up their writing.

Vintage advertisements were used to examine the use
of adjectives and adverbs in media, and next week,
students will create their own poster advertisements
as the first assessment of Unit 2.

Additionally, the students used synonyms and
visualization to develop a deeper understanding of the
vocabulary needed to talk about Taiwan, and they
used these skills to add to the classroom word wall. A
short time was allotted to discuss the custom/holiday
of Halloween and to create Halloween decorations for
the classroom.

Report Cards for Term 1 were given to students at the
end of the week. Parents should review them and sign
them for students to return them to school.

The learning skills and curriculum expectations being
focused on this week included:
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Learning Skill: Self regulation, initiative

Reading: use a variety of reading strategies to
support meaning-making before, during, and
after reading adapted/authentic texts.

Speaking: demonstrate understanding of more
complex spoken English in a variety of
interactive classroom settings.

Writing:

1. Use prewriting strategies to generate
vocabulary and ideas, and organize ideas
for writing.

2. Use the process of writing to produce
drafts (e.g. brainstorming templates,
graphic organizers).
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Grammar <~ ;=

- Noticing adjectives and adverbs in reading
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- Compound sentences 4§ & ¢

- Comparatives and Superlatives
R o B B

- Descriptive adjectives, verbs, and adverbs
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Vocabulary ¥ =

camera (n.) 4p %

magazine (n.) 3%

Tutorial Ffs ut @ B ¥

Tuesday, October 29nd 10 * 29 p % # =
5:00-6:00 <z 5:00-6:00
ESL Classroom R
Focus: Speaking s T

3F Edmonton (633 # % ): Charlie, Daniel, Ryder
4F Winnipeg (643 # % ): Ingrid, Al-lin, John,
Casper

Important Dates & & p #f

Saturday, October 26th —
Parent-Teacher Interviews

Monday, November 4th —
Grade 7 Field Trip (no class)
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museum (n.) % 4 4
connection(n) % 4% - B B
research (v.) # %

specific (adj.) & f8
national (adj.) & 7z / > WL
trustworthy (adj.) & & 7 ¥
history (n.) # £

historical (adj.) A € 9
source (n.) k&

advantage (n.) g%
disadvantage (n.) % %
plagiarism (n.) #) %
traditional (adj.) & sien
Confucius (n.) 3+

coast (n.) & A

countryside (n.) #®4¢

forest (n.) Z+x

photograph (n.) f& *
photographer (n.) #&2* ¢+
rural (adj.) #®+ter / B fFen
urban (adj.) =7

valley (n.) .t

population (n.) % v
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